
RESPONSE TO MICROBIOLOGY COMBINED BS/MS PROGRAM REVIEWS -- 3-8-21 
 
The Microbiology Undergraduate Major and Graduate Program thank the committees for their helpful 
comments on our Combined BS/MS Program proposal. Below we described how we have addressed 
the comments. We have also added a Table of Contents to the proposal to make things easier to find. 
Changes to the proposal are shown using the Track Changes function in Word. 
 
REVIEWS: 
 
A. THE COMMITTEE ON COURSES reviewed the proposal for a joint BS+MS in Microbiology five-
year degree program at their January 13, 2021 meeting and are supportive of the proposal. 
 
COMMENT. The Committee did note concern that the low GPA requirement of 3.0 for admission to 
the MS portion of the program is not competitive for a graduate program. 
 
 RESPONSE. This is a good point. We have changed the GPA requirements to be 3.2 and 3.5 
 (see lines 122 and 124). 
 
B. THE COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION (CODEI) reviewed the proposed 
MCBL Joint BS/MS Degree Program. It appears that the proposal does not adhere to the Format for 
the Graduate Degree Program Proposal outlined in Appendix B of the Coordinating Committee on 
Graduate Affairs (CCGA) Handbook, August 2019 revision. Relevant to the Committee's charge, a 
DEI plan to discuss contribution to diversity (Section 1.5, p15 of the Handbook) is missing: Section 1. 
Introduction 5) Contributions to diversity: 
 
COMMENTS. All proposals must include: 
 
 (a) a vision for how the program will advance UC’s goals for diversity and 
 
 (b) a plan that details what steps the program will take in its first five years to move it toward the  
  identification, recruitment, and retention of underrepresented minority students and faculty. 
 
 (c) The proposal should clearly document the ways in which the program will evaluate its diversity  
  goals. (Added August 2019.) 
 
 RESPONSE. To address these comments, we added a new section titled, Diversity, Equity, 
 and Inclusion Plan on Page 10 of the proposal. 
 
C. THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY reviewed the proposal for a BS+MS in 
Microbiology five-year combined degree program at their January 8, 2021 meeting and voted to 
support the proposal.  
 
COMMENTS. The Committee did note the following editorial errors that they recommend be 
corrected before the proposal is finalized: 
 
 • The projected flowchart of student applicants on page 8 does not include “yes” and “no” labels for 
  the projected paths as other areas of the chart are labeled. 
 
   RESPONSE. A revised figure now includes these labels. 
 
 • The second mention of microbiology on the coversheet found on page 11 is misspelled. 
 



   RESPONSE. This has been corrected in the revised coversheet. 
 
   Additionally, the program selected that the proposed new program is interdepartmental but does  
  not include a list of the other involved programs on coversheet. 
 
   RESPONSE. We provided clarification on this point in the revised coversheet - No other  
   programs are involved, but participating faculty belong to several departments. 
 
 • Under “Proposed Modifications”, item “Other”, it is indicated that it is an “Addition of MS BS/MS”;  
  the first “MS” should be canceled. 
 
   RESPONSE. This has been corrected in the revised coversheet. 
 
D. THE GRADUATE COUNCIL discussed the proposal for a Microbiology Joint BS+MS degree at 
their January 21, 2021 meeting. 
 
COMMENT 1. It was recommended to drop the use of the word “Joint” and just use the word 
“Combined” in the proposal. There may be delays when the proposal is reviewed by systemwide as 
CCGA considers “joint” proposals between two campuses.  
 
 RESPONSE. We have made that change throughout the proposal. 
 
COMMENT 2. The Council also advises to remove all gender specific language (he/she). 
 
 RESPONSE. We have made that change throughout the proposal. 
 
COMMENT 3. The “Catalog Entry” section starting on page 7 of the proposal does not seem to 
correspond to the full catalog entry. It seems to be only admissions and undergraduate requirements. 
Therefore, it is unclear what this section is trying to accomplish. 
 
 RESPONSE. The proposal now includes the entire catalog entry except the first three 
 paragraphs which contain redundant introductory information. 
 
COMMENT 4. There is a 12-unit limit on research units for the thesis (typically 297/299 for graduate 
students, but would also include 197 in this case), but on page 1 of the catalog entry in the thesis 
option, there is a requirement for 24 research units. This is not permitted in the master’s degree. 
 
 RESPONSE. This has been corrected; see lines 166-167 and lines 173-177. 
 
COMMENT 5. The following section of the catalog entry is confusing. Is this stating that double 
counting is not allowed for the Comp option? Also, this is talking about electives, but in other areas of 
the proposal, it states that 197 will be double counted which is research units, not an elective. 
 
 Method for the Thesis Option: To make it possible to complete both degrees in five years for 
 the Thesis Option – but not for the Comprehensive Exam Option – the combined programs 
 will allow up to 12 units of upper division 100 level MCBL electives, which were used for the 
 undergraduate degree, to be double-counted and therefore used for the MS degree as well. 
 
  RESPONSE. The double-counting should only apply to the Thesis option and we have  
  revised the text to emphasize that. We have removed the text that stated MCBL   
  197 can be double-counted and replaced it text stating electives can be double-counted  
  in all locations. 



 
E. THE COMMITTEE ON PLANNING & BUDGET (P&B) discussed the proposal for a MCBL Joint 
BS/MS Degree Program their January 19, 2021 meeting. P&B supports the proposal with one 
qualification. 
 
COMMENT. The proposal notes that the advisors will have a “small” increase in workload. The ability 
of current staffing to cover this additional workload needs to be clearly addressed. 
 
 RESPONSE. We have revised that component, see Resources section at the end of Page 9 
 and the beginning of Page 10. 
 
F. THE COMMITTEE ON UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS reviewed the proposal for a BS/MS 
Joint Five Year Combined Degree Program in Microbiology at their December 18, 2020 meeting and 
are supportive of the proposal. 
 
NO COMMENTS 
 
G. THE BCOE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE requested feedback from BCOE Faculty Members who are 
also members of the Microbiology Program on the proposed Joint Microbiology BS/Microbiology MS 
Five-Year Combined Degree Program; all who responded were supportive. Based on their feedback, 
the BCOE Executive Committee supports the proposal as well. 
 
NO COMMENTS 
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 15 
1. BACKGROUND and RATIONALE 16 
 17 
The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology is proposing a new degree program that 18 
allows students to obtain both a BS and an MS degree in Microbiology through an integrated 5-year 19 
plan of study. The proposed program is within the framework established by UCR's Committee on 20 
Educational Policy and the UCR Graduate Council in 2007. This program prepares students for 21 
careers that require knowledge of microbiology and for pursuing subsequent medical or doctoral 22 
degrees. The combined BS+MS Program is open to UCR Microbiology undergraduates only. 23 
 24 
Participation in the combined degree program is initiated through an application for admission prior 25 
to the students’ senior year. There are two options: (i) Thesis and (ii) Comprehensive Exam. 26 
Students interested in the Thesis option should begin identifying potential research labs by the end 27 
of their junior year. This would allow students to begin thesis research early in their senior year by 28 
taking Microbiology research units (MCBL 197). The Graduate Division and the Department of 29 
Microbiology do not provide financial support for students enrolled in this program. 30 
 31 
Motivation: Quoting the document “Establishment of Joint Programs at UCR”1 “Joint programs can 32 
better attract top high school graduates, transfer students, and returning students, especially those 33 
interested in advanced degrees. Thus, UCR departments can expect a higher proportion of the best 34 
undergraduates. Joint program students will be more inclined to stay at UCR for their Masters 35 
studies instead of applying to other institutions. Thus, UCR departments can better retain these 36 
students." UC has placed an increased emphasis on attracting transfer students from community 37 
colleges and the combined BS+MS program provides a unique opportunity for these students. In 38 
sum, the program should attract top students into both the BS and MS programs. 39 
 40 

1Online at 41 
http://senate.ucr.edu/about/policies/establishment_of_combined_programs_at_ucr.pdf. 42 
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 48 
Method for the Thesis Option Only: To make it possible to complete both degrees in five years 49 
for the Thesis Option, the combined programs will allow up to 12 units of upper division 100 level 50 
MCBL electives, which were used for the undergraduate degree, to be double-counted and 51 
therefore used for the MS degree as well. The justification is that many UCR MS programs require 52 
up to twelve units of preparatory undergraduate coursework that may be necessary for 53 
undergraduates from other institutions but redundant for undergraduates coming from an 54 
appropriate UCR program. Students in the combined BS+MS program will receive the requisite 55 
background in their undergraduate curriculum. 56 
 57 
Relation to existing programs. These new programs will complement the existing Plan I Thesis 58 
MS program in the Microbiology graduate program, whose applicant pool is almost entirely 59 
comprised of students who received their undergraduate degrees elsewhere. As the primary 60 
motivation for the program is simply the recruitment of top students, the program involves no new 61 
courses or requirements. 62 
 63 
Department that will administer the program. The BS and MS portions of the program will be 64 
administered by the Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology in the College of Natural and 65 
Agricultural Sciences. 66 
 67 
Timetable for development. Based on the levels of participation in the Microbiology BS program 68 
over the 2012-2020 period, we expect approximately 3-12 students to participate in the combined 69 
BS+MS program per year. 70 
 71 
Historical development of the field. There is a consistent strong demand for individuals with BS 72 
and MS degrees in Microbiology in private industry, education, government and institutional 73 
service, as well as research across a range of fields. Individuals with additional experience in the 74 
lab and classroom are highly suited for these positions and are highly sought after for their ability to 75 
adapt to rapidly changing work environments. However, many of these positions do not require the 76 
extensive training provided by the Ph.D. For example, a recent USDA report estimates are that only 77 
61% of the expected openings in agriculture, food, renewable natural resources, or the environment 78 
will be filled due to a paucity of students graduating with degrees in these areas (Goecker et al 79 
2015)2. Students with a BS and MS in Microbiology would be excellent candidates to fill these 80 
positions. Thus, demand for, and awareness of, graduate-level training is increasing, making it a 81 
good time to leverage interest in the MS program and to facilitate entry into it. 82 
 83 
2Goecker, AD, E. Smith, JM Fernandez, R Ali, and R Goetz. 2015. Employment Opportunities for 84 
College Graduates in Food, Agriculture, Renewable Natural Resources, and the Environment 85 
United States, 2015-2020. https://www.purdue.edu/usda/employment/ (Accessed 3 Nov 2017) 86 
 87 
Plan for evaluation of the program. The effectiveness of the program will be evaluated by 88 
monitoring the extent to which it increases the quality of students in the BS and MS programs. The 89 
metrics of evaluation will include GPA, graduation rates, job placement, and acceptance to 90 
advanced degree programs. 91 
 92 
  93 
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2. PROGRAM 99 
 100 
Admission Criteria. The proposed 5-year combined BS+MS program in Microbiology will have two 101 
timeframes for admission, one of which is for conditional admission: 1) preliminary conditional 102 
admission as an incoming lower division student, and 2) admission as a junior meeting admission 103 
criteria. The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology proposes to offer outstanding 104 
freshman the opportunity to apply for preliminary (conditional) admission into the combined BS+MS 105 
program in Microbiology based on their undergraduate admission qualifications. This can serve as 106 
a recruiting tool as well as increase participation in the program. Official admittance would still 107 
require meeting the course and GPA criteria and satisfactory progress in the undergraduate major. 108 
 109 
Preliminary Conditional Admission Criteria 110 
 111 
• Intent to enroll in the UCR Microbiology Program 112 
• High School GPA > 3.6 113 
• UCR will stop using SAT and ACT for undergraduate admission. Replacements will be 114 
things  like high school A-G course scores and AP course scores. We obtained this information from 115 
 UCR's Committee on Undergraduate Admissions. We will stay in contact with them to have 116 
our  admission criteria similar to the campus criteria. 117 
 118 
Official Admission Criteria 119 
 120 
• Enrolled in the UCR MS Program 121 
• 3.5 GPA in major (upper division classes only, minimum of 11 units to be completed by the 122 
end   of junior year) 123 
• 3.2 GPA overall3 124 
 125 

3Transfer students would need to have a combined overall GPA (UCR and prior institution) of 126 
3.0. 127 
 128 
Thesis Option. Prospective BS+MS students will be performing research to complete their thesis. 129 
Students are responsible for selecting an eligible faculty member to serve as their thesis advisor. At 130 
the time of application, students must provide written commitment by the proposed mentor that they 131 
will serve as the thesis advisor and that they will not be on sabbatical leave for more than two 132 
quarters of the scheduled BS+MS project. 133 
 134 
Eligible faculty mentors include any faculty within the Department of Microbiology and Plant 135 
Pathology, Microbiology Undergraduate Program, or Microbiology Graduate Program (Professor 136 
Emeritus, Distinguished Professor, Professor, Associate Professor, Assistant Professor, 137 
Cooperative Extension Specialist) or faculty with cooperating faculty status in the Microbiology 138 
Graduate Program and/or the Microbiology and Plant Pathology Department. If the proposed 139 
research member does not fall into one of these categories, the student will need to have a PI from 140 
one of these categories serve as co-chair. The co-chair’s responsibility will be to assess the 141 
proposed and ongoing research and ensure that the research is relevant to the field of 142 
Microbiology. 143 
 144 
 145 
 146 
 147 
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Combined BS+MS Degree Program Requirements 152 
 153 
The BS program course requirements remain as currently outlined in the general catalog. 154 
Requirements for the Thesis Option–MS Plan I and the Comprehensive Exam Option–MS Plan 155 
II are outlined below. 156 
 157 
During the MS portion of this program, students must maintain a grade-point average (both in the 158 
major and overall) of at least 3.0 for all course work, both cumulatively and for each quarter of 159 
enrollment. If the student's GPA falls below 3.0 (for either the major or overall), the student may be 160 
dropped from the program. 161 
 162 
THESIS OPTION – MS PLAN I 163 
 164 
Overall Requirements 165 
A total of 36 units are required for the MS degree. 24 units must be 200-level courses, with no more 166 
than 12 units from MCBL 297/299 research. 167 
 168 
Up to 12 units of MCBL courses (100 or 200 level) earned prior to matriculation to graduate status 169 
can be applied toward the MS degree requirements. 170 
 171 
Course Requirements 172 

1. A minimum of 24 research units (a combination of MCBL 197 and MCBL 297/299) over 6 173 
consecutive quarters. Students receive credit towards this requirement by completing up to 174 
12 units of MCBL 197 as an undergraduate senior and a minimum of 12 units of MCBL 175 
297/299 as a graduate student, with no more than 12 units of MCBL 297/299 counting 176 
toward the 36-unit MS requirement. 177 

2. MCBL 250 Seminar is required every quarter it is offered during MS study. MCBL 250 does 178 
not count toward the 36-unit MS requirement. 179 

3. Remaining course requirements can be fulfilled by taking a minimum of 8 units of graduate 180 
courses. Up to 6 units of upper division 100 level MCBL courses may be taken during the 181 
MS portion of the program. No more than 12 units earned prior to matriculation to graduate 182 
status (excluding MCBL 197) can be applied toward the MS degree requirements. 183 

 184 
Thesis and Final Oral Examination Following completion of research, students submit a written 185 
thesis and conclude their studies with an oral public thesis defense. Students must meet with their 186 
committee prior to and throughout the MS year to discuss project progress. The written thesis must 187 
be submitted to the MS Thesis Committee by Week 7 of the student’s sixth quarter in the combined 188 
BS+MS program. Any deviation from this plan, such as a disruption in enrollment for one or more 189 
quarters, may cause the student to be dismissed from the program. 190 
 191 
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM OPTION – MS PLAN II 192 
 193 
Overall Requirements 194 
 195 
A total of 36 units are required for the MS degree. 24 units must be 200-level courses. 196 
 197 
 198 
 199 
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Course Requirements 202 

1. MCBL graduate core courses: MCBL 221, MCBL 202, and MCBL 211.  203 
2. A maximum of 12 units of research units (a combination of MCBL 197 and MCBL 297/299). 204 
3. MCBL 250 Seminar is required every quarter it is offered during MS study. MCBL 250 does 205 

not count toward the 36-unit MS requirement. 206 
4. Additional MCBL courses as needed to fulfill the 36 unit MS requirement.  207 

 208 
Written Comprehensive Exam 209 
 210 
Students take the exam upon completion of the MCBL graduate core courses: MCBL 221, MCBL 211 
202, and MCBL 211, and the exam consists of material from these courses. Failure to take the first 212 
examination offered is considered a failed exam, unless excused in advance in writing by either the 213 
graduate advisor or the department chair. Students must take each sequential offering of the exam, 214 
and no student will be given more than two attempts within one year following completion of the 215 
core coursework to achieve a satisfactory grade on the written comprehensive examination. 216 
 217 
Professional Development 218 
 219 
All BS+MS students participate in the departmental seminar (MCBL 250) every quarter of the 220 
master's year when offered. 221 
 222 
Normative Time to Degree 223 
 224 
15 quarters (BS+MS) 225 
  226 
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¶312 
The jointcombined BS+MS program requires a total of 313 
36 units. A minimum of 24 research units (a 314 
combination of MCBL 197 and MCBL 297/299) over 6 315 
consecutive quarters is required – using a maximum of 316 
3 quarters of MCBL 197 and a minimum of 3 quarters of 317 
MCBL 297/299. Students receive units towards this 318 
requirement by completing MCBL 197 as an 319 
undergraduate senior and MCBL 297/299 as a graduate 320 
student. As is the case for all Microbiology graduate 321 
programs, the program's seminar, MCBL 250, is 322 
required during all quarters of the MS portion of the 323 
program, however it does not count toward the 36-unit 324 
requirement. Remaining course requirements can be 325 
fulfilled by taking a minimum of 8 units of graduate 326 
courses. Up to 6 units of upper division 100 level MCBL 327 
courses may be taken during the MS portion of the 328 
program. No more than 12 units earned prior to 329 
matriculation to graduate status (including MCBL 197) 330 
can be applied toward the MS degree requirements.¶331 
¶332 
During the MS portion of this program, students must 333 
maintain a grade-point average (both overall and in the 334 
major) of at least 3.0 for all course work, both 335 
cumulatively and for each quarter of enrollment. If the 336 
student's GPA falls below 3.0 (for either the overall or 337 
major), the studenthe/she may be dropped from the 338 
program.¶339 
¶340 
Additional requirements include the completion of a 341 
thesis, with an oral presentation to, and approval of, a 342 
3-member MS Thesis Committee. Students must meet 343 
with their committee prior to and throughout the 344 
master’s year to discuss the project and its progress. 345 
The written thesis must be submitted to the MS Thesis 346 
Committee by Week 7 of the student’s sixth quarter in 347 
the jointcombined BS+MS program. Any deviation from 348 
this plan, such as a disruption in enrollment for 1 or 349 
more quarters, may cause the student to be dropped 350 
from the program.¶351 
¶352 
COMPREHENSIVE EXAM OPTION¶353 
¶354 
The jointcombined BS+MS program requires a total of 355 
36 units of 200-level courses. Students are required to 356 
take the Graduate Core Series of Courses. A maximum 357 
of 12 research units (a combination of MCBL 197 and 358 
MCBL 297/299) can be applied toward the BS+MS 359 
program. As is the case for all Microbiology graduate 360 
programs, the program's seminar, MCBL 250, is 361 
required during all quarters of the MS portion of the 362 ... [1]
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SAMPLE PROGRAM FOR THE PROPOSED BS+MS – THESIS OPTION. This table outlines a 363 
sample program for a student in the proposed BS+MS program in Microbiology – Thesis Option. 364 
 365 
 366 

Freshman Courses Fall Winter Spring  
BIOL 005A, BIOL 05LA or 
BIOL 020; BIOL 005B 

 
5 4 

 
CHEM 001A, CHEM 001B, CHEM 001C 4 4 4 

 CHEM 01LA, CHEM 01LB, CHEM 01LC 1 1 1  
ENGL 001A, ENGL 001B 4 

 
4  

Humanities/Social Sciences 
  

4  
MATH 007A, MATH 007B 4 4 

 

 NASC 093 2   
  Freshman Total Units 15 14 17 

     

Sophomore Courses Fall Winter Spring 
 STAT 010   5  

BIOL 005C 4 
  

 
CHEM 008A and 008LA, 
CHEM 008B and 008LB, 
CHEM 008C and 008LC 

4 4 4 

 Elective (e.g. World History)  4  
 Humanities/Social Sciences  4   

PHYS 02A, PHYS 02B, PHYS 02C 4 4 4  
PHYS 02LA, PHYS 02LB, PHYS 02LC 1 1 1 

  Sophomore Total Units 13 17 14      

Junior Courses Fall Winter Spring 
 BCH 100 4   
 Humanities/Social Sciences 4 4 4  

BIOL 102 
 

4 
 

 BIOL 107A  4   
MCBL 121 4 

  
 

MCBL 121L 
 

3 
 

 
MCBL 125 

  
4  

PHIL 0091 4 
  

 
Major Electives2 & Other Requirements 

  
7 

  Junior Total Units 16 15 15      

Senior Courses Fall Winter Spring 
 Major Electives2 & Other Requirements 8 8 11 
 Elective 4    

MCBL 197 3 3 3  
ENGL 001C 

 
4 

 

  Senior Total Units 15 15 14      

5th Yr/MS Courses Fall Winter Spring  
MCBL 29X 5 7 7  
Microbiology Electives (200 level) 

 
4 4  

Microbiology Electives (100 or 200 level)3 6 
  

 
MCBL 250 1 1 1 

  5th Yr Total Units 12 12 12 
 367 
1Students are encouraged to take a course in ethics 368 

 2Up to 12-units of 100 level MCBL electives will double count towards the BS and the MS degree requirements. This 12-unit limit is 369 
similar to BCOE BS/MS program 370 
3Up to 6 units of upper division 100 level MCBL courses may be taken during the MS portion of the program 371 
.  372 
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SAMPLE PROGRAM FOR THE PROPOSED BS+MS – COMPREHENSIVE EXAM OPTION. This 386 
table outlines a sample program for a student in the proposed BS+MS program in Microbiology – 387 
Thesis Option. 388 
 389 
 390 

Freshman Courses Fall Winter Spring  
BIOL 005A, BIOL 05LA or 
BIOL 020; BIOL 005B 

 
5 4 

 
CHEM 001A, CHEM 001B, CHEM 001C 4 4 4 

 CHEM 01LA, CHEM 01LB, CHEM 01LC 1 1 1  
ENGL 001A, ENGL 001B 4 

 
4  

Humanities/Social Sciences 
  

4  
MATH 007A, MATH 007B 4 4 

 

 NASC 093 2   
  Freshman Total Units 15 14 17 

     

Sophomore Courses Fall Winter Spring 
 STAT 010   5  

BIOL 005C 4 
  

 
CHEM 008A and 008LA, 
CHEM 008B and 008LB, 
CHEM 008C and 008LC 

4 4 4 

 Elective (e.g. World History)  4  
 Humanities/Social Sciences  4   

PHYS 02A, PHYS 02B, PHYS 02C 4 4 4  
PHYS 02LA, PHYS 02LB, PHYS 02LC 1 1 1 

  Sophomore Total Units 13 17 14      

Junior Courses Fall Winter Spring 
 BCH 100 4   
 Humanities/Social Sciences 4 4 4  

BIOL 102 
 

4 
 

 BIOL 107A  4   
MCBL 121 4 

  
 

MCBL 121L 
 

3 
 

 
MCBL 125 

  
4  

PHIL 0091 4 
  

 
Major Electives & Other Requirements 

  
7 

  Junior Total Units 16 15 15      

Senior Courses Fall Winter Spring 
 Elective 4   
 Major Electives & Other Requirements 8 8 11  

MCBL 1972 3 3 3  
ENGL 001C 

 
4 

 

  Senior Total Units 15 15 14      

5th Yr/MS Courses Fall Winter Spring  
MCBL 29X2 3 

  
 

Microbiology Electives (200 level)2 3 12 12  
Microbiology Electives (200 level)2 6 

  
 

MCBL 250 1 1 1 
  5th Yr Total Units 13 13 13 

 391 
1Students are encouraged to take a course in ethics 392 
2A maximum of 12 research units (a combination of MCBL 197 and MCBL 297/299) can be applied toward the BS+MS program   393 
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Application Details. Interested students must submit a Statement of Interest and Eligibility (SIE) 394 
before the start of their final undergraduate year but are encouraged to apply as early as possible. 395 
This SIE would provide documentation of meeting the eligibility criteria, include a very brief 396 
description of the proposed research topic, and be signed by the identified thesis advisor. 397 
 398 
Projected Flowchart of Student Applicants. The following flowchart illustrates how MCBL 399 
students may move into and out of the combined BS+MS program in MCBL. Students must 400 
maintain academic standards (i.e. GPA > 3.3 in major and 3.0 overall) or they will not be permitted 401 
to remain in the program. Students would graduate with a BS in Microbiology after their senior year 402 
and would graduate with MS in Microbiology after their year at MS standing. 403 
 404 

 405 
 406 
3. PROJECTED NEED, RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS, and STUDENT SUPPORT 407 
 408 
As noted in the introduction, in keeping with the framework established by CEP and Graduate 409 
Council, this combined program is primarily a recruitment tool, intended to leverage the increasing 410 
interest in graduate education to attract top freshmen into the BS program, and to attract top UC 411 
Riverside BS students into the MS program. 412 
 413 
In the BS program, the prospect of entering the program at year three and completing both the BS 414 
and MS in a total of five years should attract students that are highly motivated and more likely than 415 
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Science degree in Microbiology in one additional year. 425 
Applicants to the Microbiology JointCombined BS+MS 426 
program should apply by the end of their junior year, 427 
provided that the student was a UCR Microbiology BS 428 
student with cumulative GPA at least 3.0 overall and 3.3 429 
in the Microbiology major. This must include a minimum 430 
of 11 units of upper division Microbiology courses to be 431 
completed by the end of spring term of junior year (or 432 
the student's year of application). Similarly, transfer 433 
students must complete 11 units of upper division 434 
Microbiology courses, however their combined GPA 435 
(minimum 3.0) will be calculated from their UCR and 436 
prior institution transcripts. The application to the 437 
Jointcombined BS+MS program must include at least 438 
two recommendation letters from UCR Academic 439 
Senate faculty members, one of which will include the 440 
prospective thesis advisor. Matriculation into the 441 
graduate portion of the jointcombined degree program 442 
occurs in the Fall term following senior year, provided: 443 
(a) the MS application is accepted, (b) throughout 444 
senior year, the student is a Microbiology BS major with 445 
cumulative GPA 3.0 or higher, (c) by the end of senior 446 
year, the student completes the Microbiology BS degree 447 
requirements and receives their BS in Microbiology.¶448 
¶449 
Incoming freshman students who are applying to the 450 
Microbiology BS program may simultaneously apply for 451 
preliminary admission into the jointcombined degree 452 
program provided their high-school GPA is at least 3.6, 453 
they satisfy the Entry-Level Writing requirement prior to 454 
matriculation, they have sufficient math preparation to 455 
enroll in MATH 7A (Calculus for the Life Sciences) upon 456 
arrival. In addition, because UCR will stop using SAT 457 
and ACT for undergraduate admission, replacements 458 
will be things like high school A-G course scores and 459 
AP course scores. We obtained this information from 460 
UCR's Committee on Undergraduate Admissions. We 461 
will stay in contact with them to have our admission 462 
criteria similar to the campus criteria. Preliminary 463 
conditional admission status is maintained as long as 464 
the student is a Microbiology BS student in good 465 
standing with a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0. 466 
Preliminarily admitted students would still need to apply 467 
for full admission by the end of their junior year as 468 
described above.¶469 
¶470 
Thesis Option Only. The Jointcombined BS+MS 471 
programs will allow up to 12 units of upper division 472 
Microbiology electives, which were used for the 473 
undergraduate degree, to be double-counted and 474 
therefore used for the MS degree as well.¶475 
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average to make it through the program. While we do have a number of students who choose to 476 
study Microbiology as entering freshmen, a larger proportion of our undergraduates discover the 477 
field after their first year at UC Riverside. The combined BS+MS program will increase the visibility 478 
of the undergraduate major to entering students. It will also raise the visibility of the major to life 479 
science students who are already enrolled but might have been unaware of the prospects offered 480 
by the discipline. We expect that the opportunity of earning a combined BS+MS in three years will 481 
be highly attractive to community college transfer students as well. Enrollment of community 482 
college students has recently become an urgent priority for the University of California. Combined 483 
with ongoing increases in admissions standards, this should increase both retention and the overall 484 
quality of the students. 485 
 486 
Based on the levels of participation in the Microbiology BS program over the 2012-2020 period, we 487 
expect approximately 3-12 students to participate in the combined BS+MS program per year. 488 
However, a similar program in life sciences at UC San Diego has more than 100 students enrolled 489 
annually. Rapid growth in the proposed program would be welcome and would significantly 490 
increase overall enrollment in the Microbiology MS program. Although we consistently receive a 491 
small number of applicants for our Plan 1 MS program, potential major professors accept a very 492 
small number of students because of the lack of support available to them. There would be no 493 
expectation of support for the participants in the combined BS+MS program. Major professors could 494 
provide support funding in the fifth year if they chose to do so. In addition, if at some point in the 495 
future, funding opportunities emerge from campus, college, or Graduate Division sources for MS 496 
students, then fifth-year BS+MS students would be eligible. Therefore, the proposed combined 497 
BS+MS program would complement the existing Plan 1 MS program. 498 
 499 
If a student decided to continue on for a Ph.D., then full support packages would be provided. 500 
Students could enter the department's Ph.D. program through the fall application process after 501 
receiving their MS in Microbiology. Petitions to transfer from the MS to the Ph.D. program will be 502 
handled according to established departmental procedures. Each student accepted into the 503 
combined program is likely to be near the top of the applicant pool and would be welcomed into the 504 
laboratories, particularly if there was a likely prospect of timely completion of the degree and 505 
continuation through the Ph.D. at UCR or another research institution. 506 
 507 
In short, the main effect of the program should be to increase the quality of students in the BS and 508 
MS programs, and achieve a modest increase in enrollment levels. Similarly, it should increase the 509 
employability of students produced by the BS and MS programs, and help meet the increasing 510 
demand for Microbiology students with graduate degrees. 511 
 512 
Resources. Note that each student in the combined program is essentially just a regular student in 513 
either the BS program, or, in their fifth year, the MS program. These students therefore require the 514 
same resources as a regular student at the same level. Also, because of the highly selective nature 515 
of the admissions requirements, we expect enrollments will be modestly affected, at least initially. 516 
Thus, the program requires no change in faculty, courses, or resources such as library, computing, 517 
equipment, space, etc. Likewise, the program requires no change in the levels or mechanisms of 518 
student funding. 519 
 520 
Academic support and advising will be provided by a team consisting of faculty and student 521 
services advisors. During the BS portion of the program, students will be advised and managed by 522 
the CNAS Undergraduate Academic Advising Center and the Undergraduate Faculty Advisor for 523 
the BS in Microbiology. During the transition to the MS and the MS portion of the program, students 524 
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administrative support. During the BS portion of this 535 
program, students will be advised by the CNAS 536 
Undergraduate Academic Advising Center as normal for 537 
pursuance of a BS in Microbiology. The administration 538 
of the program at the undergraduate level requires 539 
processing applications for preliminary acceptance, 540 
tracking preliminarily enrolled students, and identifying 541 
and informing students who will be eligible to apply at 542 
the end of their junior year. The administrative functions 543 
for admission to the Microbiology Graduate program are 544 
already performed by the Admissions/Recruitment 545 
Committee; this committee will also be responsible for 546 
administering the BS+MS program with continued 547 
support from the CNAS Graduate Student Affairs 548 
Center, which will have to track which MS students are 549 
in the combined program and account for the double-550 
counting allowance.¶551 
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will be advised and managed by the CNAS Graduate Student Affairs Center and the Graduate 552 
Faculty Advisor for the MS in Microbiology. Although this represents an increase in the workload for 553 
both advising offices, CNAS is committed to providing excellent student support to this and other 554 
BS/MS programs at both levels and will adjust staffing workload as needed to accomplish this goal. 555 
 556 
4. DIVERSITY, EQUITY, and INCLUSION PLAN 557 
 558 
The Microbiology faculty are committed to serving all of the citizens of the state of California in an 559 
equitable manner. The faculty agree with UCR's Principles of Community, which is well-560 
summarized in the concluding statement, "We recognize that we will all need to continually work 561 
together to make our campus community a place where reason and mutual respect among 562 
individuals and groups prevail in all forms of expression and interaction." 563 
 564 
Toward achieving these goals, we have created a Committee on Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 565 
(CODEI) for our faculty. To foster an environment of mutual respect for all people, this committee 566 
will regularly lead discussions on the elements described in UCR's Principles of Community and 567 
UC's Diversity Statement (https://cnas.ucr.edu/dei). These discussions will occur at both faculty and 568 
student meetings and events. Our committee will also maintain a dialogue with UCR's Office of 569 
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (https://diversity.ucr.edu/), which has resources and advisors that will 570 
make these discussions more productive. 571 
 572 
Since UCR already has a diverse undergraduate student body, in the first five years, our Combined 573 
Microbiology BS/MS program will focus on recruiting, retaining, and graduating underrepresented 574 
students. We expect the outreach that our CODEI will make to our student group – UCR's Student 575 
Chapter of the American Society for Microbiology – will go a long way toward creating an 576 
environment of respect and success. These student meetings will also provide an opportunity for 577 
our faculty advisors and student mentors to inform and remind students about all of the resources 578 
UCR has created for student success. 579 
 580 
One built-in component of a Combined BS/MS program that should benefit all students but 581 
especially students from underrepresented groups is the cost savings. These programs allow 582 
students to obtain both degrees in five years instead of six. Since students from underrepresented 583 
groups are often from low-income families, and the level of education is usually correlated with 584 
income, we expect that our program could have considerable benefits for these students. 585 
 586 
Assessments will include determining the demographics of eligible students, applicants, 587 
enrollments, retention rates, graduation rates, and time to graduation. We also expect the outreach 588 
by our CODEI to our faculty will lead to a more diverse group of microbiology faculty. Assessments 589 
will include determining the demographics of the eligible hiring pools, applicants, new hires, 590 
retention rates, turnover rates, performance, and equity in salary and other resources. 591 
 592 
5. CHANGES IN SENATE REGULATIONS 593 
 594 
No changes in Senate regulations are required. 595 
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Graduate Council Policy on Graduate Program Catalog Entry 
Revised April 21, 2016 

 

Graduate Council requires graduate programs state and detail the following in the General 
Catalog:  

• Admission Requirements 

• Unit and Course Requirements – specify course numbers and the number of courses/units 
required 

• Language, Teaching, and Examination Requirements 

• Specializations, concentrations, fields of study 

• Designated Emphases, if applicable  

• Professional Development Requirement 

• Normative Time-to-Degree 

Please note that web links are not permitted in place of traditional catalog copy. However, web 
links may be included as an additional source of information provided the site contains details 
duplicative of the information displayed in the catalog.  

 



 
 

Existing Proposed 
 JointCombined Microbiology BS + Microbiology MS 

Program.  
 
The College of Natural and Agricultural Science offers a 
JointCombined five-year BS+MS program in Microbiology, 
designed to allow successful UCR Microbiology BS graduates 
to complete the Master of Science degree in Microbiology in 
one additional year with either Plan 1-Thesis or Plan 2-
Comprehensive Exam option. 
 
Applicants to the Microbiology JointCombined BS+MS 
program (including transfer students) must be Microbiology BS 
students and apply by the end of their junior year. Students 
who entered UCR as freshmen are required to have a 
cumulative GPA at least 3.0 2 overall and 3.3 5 in the 
Microbiology major. Prior course work for all students must 
include a minimum of 11 units of upper division Microbiology 
courses to be completed by the end of spring term of junior 
year. The combined GPA is calculated from their UCR and 
prior institution transcripts, if applicable. The application to the 
JointCombined BS+MS program must include a Statement of 
Interest and Eligibility and at least two recommendation letters 
from UCR Academic Senate faculty members, including the 
prospective thesis advisor. Matriculation into the graduate 
portion of the jointcombined degree program occurs in the Fall 
term following senior year, provided: (a) the MS application is 
accepted, (b) throughout senior year, the student is a 
Microbiology BS major with cumulative GPA 3.0 or higher, (c) 
the student completes the Microbiology BS degree 
requirements and earns the BS in Microbiology by the end of 
senior year. 
 
Incoming freshman students applying to the Microbiology BS 
program may simultaneously apply for preliminary admission 
into the jointcombined degree program provided their high 
school GPA is at least 3.6, they satisfy the Entry-Level Writing 
requirement prior to matriculation, and they have sufficient 
math preparation to enroll in MATH 7A-Calculus for the Life 
Sciences upon arrival. Preliminary conditional admission 
status is maintained as long as the student is a Microbiology 
BS student in good standing with a cumulative GPA of at least 
3.0. Conditionally admitted students still must apply for full 
admission by the end of their junior year as described above. 
 
JointCombined BS+MS Degree Program Requirements 
  
The BS program course requirements remain as currently 
outlined in the general catalog. Requirements for the Thesis 
Option–MS Plan I and the Comprehensive Exam Option–
MS Plan II are outlined below. 
 
During the MS portion of this program, students must maintain 
a grade-point average (both in the major and overall) of at 
least 3.0 for all course work, both cumulatively and for each 
quarter of enrollment. If the student's GPA falls below 3.0 (for 
either the major or overall), the studenthe/she may be dropped 
from the program. 
 
 
THESIS OPTION – MS PLAN I 
 
Overall Requirements 
A total of 36 units are required for the MS degree. 24 units 
must be 200-level courses, with no more than 12 units from 
MCBL 297/299 research. 
 



Up to 12 units of MCBL courses (100 or 200 level) earned prior 
to matriculation to graduate status can be applied toward the 
MS degree requirements. 
 
Course Requirements 
 

1. A minimum of 24 research units (a combination of 
MCBL 197 and MCBL 297/299) over 6 consecutive 
quarters. Students receive credit towards this 
requirement by completing up to 12 units of MCBL 
197 as an undergraduate senior and a minimum of 
12 units of MCBL 297/299 as a graduate student, 
with. nNo more than 12 units of MCBL 297/299 
counting toward the 36-unit MS requirement. 

2. MCBL 250 Seminar is required every quarter it is 
offered during MS study. MCBL 250 does not count 
toward the 36-unit MS requirement. 

3. Remaining course requirements can be fulfilled by 
taking a minimum of 8 units of graduate courses. Up 
to 6 units of upper division 100 level MCBL courses 
may be taken during the MS portion of the program. 
No more than 12 units earned prior to matriculation 
to graduate status (excluding MCBL 197) can be 
applied toward the MS degree requirements. 
 

Thesis and Final Oral Examination Following completion of 
research, students submit a written thesis and conclude their 
studies with an oral public thesis defense. Students must meet 
with their committee prior to and throughout the MS year to 
discuss project progress. The written thesis must be submitted 
to the MS Thesis Committee by Week 7 of the student’s sixth 
quarter in the jointcombined BS+MS program. Any deviation 
from this plan, such as a disruption in enrollment for one or 
more quarters, may cause the student to be dismissed from 
the program. 

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM OPTION – MS PLAN II 
 
Overall Requirements 
 
A total of 36 units are required for the MS degree. 24 units 
must be 200-level courses. 
 
Up to 12 units of MCBL courses (100 or 200 level) earned 
prior to matriculation to graduate status can be applied 
toward the MS degree requirements (excluding MCBL 
197). 
 
Course Requirements 

1. MCBL graduate core courses: MCBL 221, MCBL 
202, and MCBL 211.  

2. A maximum of 12 units of research units (a 
combination of MCBL 197 and MCBL 297/299). 

3. MCBL 250 Seminar is required every quarter it is 
offered during MS study. MCBL 250 does not count 
toward the 36-unit MS requirement. 

4. Additional MCBL courses as needed to fulfill the 36 
unit MS requirement.  

 
Written Comprehensive Exam  
Students take the exam upon completion of the MCBL 
graduate core courses: MCBL 221, MCBL 202, and MCBL 
211, and the exam consists of material from these courses. 
Failure to take the first examination offered is considered a 
failed exam, unless excused in advance in writing by either the 
graduate advisor or the department chair. Students must take 
each sequential offering of the exam, and no student will be 
given more than two attempts within one year following 
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completion of the core coursework to achieve a satisfactory 
grade on the written comprehensive examination. 
 
Professional Development  
All BS+MS students participate in the departmental seminar 
(MCBL 250) every quarter of the master's year when offered. 
 
Normative Time to Degree 
15 quarters (BS+MS) 

 
 
 
Justification:  Quoting from the document “Establishment of Combined Programs at UCR”1 “Combined programs can 
better attract top high school graduates, transfer students, and returning students, especially those interested in 
advanced degrees. Thus, UCR departments can expect a higher proportion of the best undergraduates. Combined 
program students will be more inclined to stay at UCR for their MS studies instead of applying to other institutions. 
Thus, UCR departments can better retain these students." UC has placed an increased emphasis on attracting transfer 
students from community colleges and the jointcombined BS+MS program provides a unique opportunity for these 
students. In sum, the program should attract top students into both the BS and MS programs. 

 

 

October 29, 2019 

 James Borneman 
  
 November 12, 2020 

 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL POLICY 

April 5, 2021 
 
To:  Jason Stajich, Chair 
  Riverside Division 

From:   Stefano Vidussi, Chair  
  Committee on Educational Policy 
 
RE:  Revised Proposal for BS+MS in Microbiology Combined Five-Year Degree 

Program 

 
The Committee on Educational Policy reviewed and voted to support the revised proposal for a 
BS+MS in Microbiology combined five-year degree program at their April 2, 2021 meeting. 

Academic Senate  



 

 

 
COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY, EQUITY, & INCLUSION 
 

March 11, 2021 

 

To:  Jason Stajich, Chair 
Riverside Division Academic Senate 

    
From:  Xuan Liu, Chair  

Committee on Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
     
Re:  2nd Round - Proposal for Microbiology Combined BS/MS Program 
 
The Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion reviewed 2nd round revision to the Proposal 
for Microbiology Combined BS/MS Program. We appreciate the Program’s efforts in including a 
DEI plan in the revision and have no further comments. 
 

Academic Senate 



 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON COURSES 

March 23, 2021 
 
To: Jason Stajich, Chair 
 Riverside Division 

From: Ming Lee Tang, Chair  
 Committee on Courses  
 
Re: Revised Proposal for BS+MS in Microbiology Combined Five-Year Degree 

Program 

 
The Committee on Courses reviewed and are supportive of the revised proposal for a 
BS+MS in Microbiology combined five-year degree program.   
 
 
 
   

Academic Senate  



 

 

 

 
GRADUATE COUNCIL  
 
 
April 20, 2021 
 
 
To: Jason Stajich, Chair  
 Riverside Division  

From: Amanda Lucia, Chair  
 Graduate Council 
 
 
Re: [Campus Review] Proposed Degree Program: 2nd Round - Proposal for 

Microbiology Combined BS/MS Program 
 

Graduate Council reviewed the second version for a proposed Microbiology BS/MS 
program at their April 15, 2021 meeting. The Council is supportive of the proposal; 
however, after systemwide review and approval, the catalog entry will require significant 
modifications and approval by the Graduate Council. The Council does not want to delay 
further review and approval of this proposal as catalog entry can be handled after the 
program is approved. The attached pages are the concerns with the catalog entry that 
can be addressed after the proposal is approved. Kara Oswood in the Graduate Division 
is available to assist with the appropriate catalog language and combined program 
development standards.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

Academic Senate 



4/16/2021, Questions/Concerns to be resolved in BS/MS catalog copy: 
1. Combined programs are meant to be beneficial to students by allowing up to 12 units of 

double counting. If the Plan II doesn’t have double counting, it shouldn’t be identified as 
combined with the BS.  

a. A potential solution would be that the combined BS/MS only offers the Plan I, but 
students getting the MS along the way to the PHD, have both Plan I and Plan II 
options.  

b. A second option would be to allow the double counting for both the Plan I and II. 
2. Why are core courses required for the Plan II, but not the Plan I? 
3. Research Units: 

a. Plan I - Cannot require 24 units of research and only 12 units of course work to 
complete the 36. It should be the opposite, 12 units of research and the rest 
coursework. 197 counts as research units. 

i. GR2.1.1 - Plan I: Thesis Plan. A minimum of 36 quarter units of graduate 
and upper division undergraduate courses in or related to the major 
subject area are required. At least 24 of the 36 units must be in graduate 
courses taken at this University; of these a maximum of 12 may be in the 
graduate research for the thesis. 

ii. While 197 is not technically a “graduate” research course number, the 
proposal mentions that these units will be used for MS thesis research, 
making them “graduate research for the thesis.” 

b. Plan II - research units can’t be 299 since that is thesis/dissertation research and 
Plan II is a comps plan.  

i. If 197 is meant to be research for the MS thesis, it can’t be permitted for 
the Plan II.  

4. How do these course requirements align with the “regular” MS degree? Students getting 
the MS along the way and the combined students are getting the same degree (MS in 
Microbiology). Will both plans be offered for the “regular” MS as well?  

5. A normative time for only the MS portion should be included.  
 
 
************ 
Draft version below (modeled after the EE BS/MS) – The ways the combined 
program is unique are listed in the first section, then the general MS requirements that 
apply to both combined and “regular” are listed by plan.  

Combined B.S. + M.S. Five-Year Program  

The Microbiology and Plant Pathology Department offers a combined B.S. + M.S. program in 
Microbiology designed to lead to a Bachelor of Science degree as well as a Master of Science 
degree in five years. Applicants for this program must intend to enroll in the UCR 
Microbiology MS program, have a high school GPA above 3.6, a 3.5 GPA in major (upper 
division classes only, minimum of 11 units to be completed by the end of junior year, and a 
3.2 GPA overall in their undergraduate program. 



Students in the B.S. + M.S. program are allowed to count up to 12 units of undergraduate 
courses taken as UCR undergraduates towards the 36-unit requirements of the M.S. degree. 
(ANY LIMITATIONS ON WHICH COURSES CAN BE DOUBLE COUNTED ARE 
OUTLINED HERE) 

Interested students who are entering their junior year should check with their academic 
advisor for information on eligibility and other details.  

Master of Science  

The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology offers the M.S. degree in 
Microbiology.  

General university requirements are listed in the Graduate Studies section of this catalog. 
Students may obtain an M.S. degree in Microbiology through either Plan I (Thesis) or Plan II 
(Comprehensive Examination).  

Professional Development 

All MS students participate in the departmental seminar (MCBL 250) every quarter of the 
master’s year when offered. 

Plan I (Thesis)  

Students must complete 36 units of approved graduate work in Microbiology. At least 
24 of these units must be graduate level courses. At least 12 units must be in graduate 
research (courses numbered 297 or 299). Seminar units (MCBL 250) and courses numbered 
291 are not counted towards the 36 unit requirement.  

Course Work 

• 8 units graduate level courses (200-level) minimum 
• 6 units of upper division (100-level) MCBL courses maximum 
• 12 units of research (197/297/299) maximum 

Following completion of research, students submit a written thesis in accordance with 
general requirements of the University and conclude their studies with an oral public thesis 
defense. Students must meet with their committee prior to and throughout the MS year to 
discuss project progress.  

Students must submit the written thesis must be submitted to the MS Thesis committee by 
week 7 of the student’s sixth quarter. Any deviation from this plan, such as a disruption in 



enrollment for one or more quarters, may cause the student to be dismissed from the 
program.  

Plan II (Comprehensive Examination)  

Students must complete 36 units of approved graduate work in Microbiology. At least 
24 of these units must be graduate level courses. A maximum 12 units can be in graduate 
research (courses numbered 297). Seminar units (MCBL 250) and courses numbered 291 are 
not counted towards the 36 unit requirement.  

Course Work 

• Core Courses: MCBL 202, 211, and 221 
• Additional 200 and 100 level courses to complete the 36 units 

Students take the exam upon completion of the MCBL graduate core courses. The exam 
consists of material from these courses. Failure to take the first exam offered is considered a 
failed exam, unless excused in advance in writing by either the graduate advisor or 
department chair. Students must take each sequential offering of the exam and no student 
will be given more than two attempts with one year following completion of the core 
coursework to achieve a satisfactory grade on the written comprehensive examination.  

Normative Time to Degree  

15 quarters (BS+MS)  



 
 

 
 
 
 
PLANNING & BUDGET 
 

 
April 20, 2021 
 
 
 
 
To: Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 

From: Katherine Kinney, Chair  
Committee on Planning and Budget 

 
 
 
RE: [Campus Review] Proposed Degree Program: 2nd Round - Proposal for 

Microbiology Combined BS/MS Program 
 
 
Planning & Budget (P&B) discussed the revised proposal for a Microbiology Combined 
BS/MS program at their April 20, 2021 meeting. P&B is supportive of the revised proposal.  

 

 
 

Academic Senate 



 

 
 

April 16, 2021 

School of Medicine 
Division of Biomedical Sciences 
Riverside, CA, 92521 

 
To: 

From: 

Subject: 

Jason Stajich, Ph.D., Chair, Academic Senate, UCR Division 
 
Declan McCole, Ph.D., Chair, Faculty Executive Committee, and UCR School of Medicine 
  
SOM FEC Response to Response to Microbiology Combined BS/MS Program Reviews

 

 
 
 
 
 The SOM Executive Committee reviewed Response to Microbiology Combined BS/MS Program 
Reviews at the regular meeting on April 15, 2021. SOM FEC is in agreement with the revised proposal.   
  
 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
Declan F. McCole, Ph.D. 
Chair, Faculty Executive Committee 
School of Medicine 



 
 
23 November 2020 
 
To:  Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 
From: Theodore Garland, Jr., Chair, Executive Committee 

College of Natural and Agricultural Science 
 

Re: Microbiology BS MS Joint Program (BS+MS) Proposal  
 
The CNAS Executive Committee endorses this proposal. 
 
We note that proposers will soon be including language on freshman 
admission criteria that excludes mention of SAT/ACT. 
 
Transfers are noted as freshmen on the flow chart -- can this be more clearly 
be delineated? 
 
 
Cheers, 

 
 
 




